December 14, 2017

Prohibits any licensed importer, manufac-
turer, or dealer from transferring a firearm to
any person (other than a licensed importer,
manufacturer, or dealer) unless the transferee
is provided with a secure gun storage or safe-
ty device.

Authorizes the Attorney General to suspend
or revoke any firearms license, or to subject
the licensee to a civil penalty of up to $10,000,
if the licensee has knowingly violated this pro-
hibition.

The bill also places prohibitions on keeping
a loaded firearm or an unloaded firearm and
ammunition within any premises knowing or
recklessly disregarding the risk that a child: is
capable of gaining access to it, and may use
the firearm to cause death or serious bodily in-
jury.
Finally, the bill authorizes the Attorney Gen-
eral to provide grants to enable local law en-
forcement agencies to develop and sponsor
gun safety classes for parents and children.

| also introduced H.R. 2665, a bill to ensure
secure gun storage and gun safety devices.

The bill amends the federal criminal code to
repeal provisions that create exceptions to the
prohibition against a licensed importer, manu-
facturer, or dealer transfer of a firearm to any
person other than a licensed importer, manu-
facturer, or dealer unless the person receiving
the firearm is provided with a secure gun stor-
age or safety device; and grants immunity
from a qualified civil liability action to a person
who has lawful possession and control of a
handgun and who uses such a device.

This Congress, | introduced H.R. 4268, the
Gun Safety: Not Sorry Act which imposes a
seven-day waiting period on the purchase of
certain weaponry including bump stocks in re-
sponse to more recent mass shootings.

Recent U.S. mass shootings include:

. Las Vegas, 2017: 50+ killed

. Orlando, 2016: 50 killed

. Virginia Tech, 2007: 32 killed

. Sandy Hook, 2012: 27 killed

. San Ysidro, 1984: 21 killed

. San Bernardino, 2015: 14 killed
. Edmond, 1986: 14 killed

. Fort Hood, 2009: 13 killed

. Columbine, 1999: 13 killed

| also join in support of the families and sur-
vivors of the Community of Newtown, Con-
necticut who lost loved ones to give them
space so that they can heal.

Events such as the tragedy at Sandy Hook
Elementary School touch all of us as compas-
sionate, caring people which was dem-
onstrated through the wave of support ex-
pressed by this nation.

To keep the memory of the 20 children and
six adults killed on that tragic day vibrant—a
website has been created by the families—
mysandyhookfamily.org.

| encourage you to visit this memorial
website and learn more about Charlotte, Jose-
phine, Daniel, Avielle, Rachel, Jessica, Vic-
toria, Benjamin, Anne Marie, Dawn, Carline,
Ana, Madeleine, Catherine, Noah, James,
Mary, Emilie, Lauren, Allison, Chase, Dylan,
Jesse, Olivia, Jack and Grace.

Mr. Speaker, it is our responsibility to do all
that we can do to reverse this level of gun vio-
lence. We must pass commonsense gun safe-

ty.

OCONOOPAWN =

————
AN AMERICAN HERO

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
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uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Vir-
ginia (Mr. GARRETT) is recognized for
60 minutes as the designee of the ma-
jority leader.

Mr. GARRETT. Mr. Speaker, 47 years
ago, August 11, a baby boy was born to
a mother and father in Detroit, Michi-
gan, named Brian Terry.

Some 18 years after that, Brian made
a commitment to serve his country by
enlisting in the United States Marine
Corps, where he served 3 years honor-
ably, including a tour of duty in harm’s
way in Iraq.

Discharged from the Marine Corps
honorably in 1994, Brian Terry followed
his calling to serve by becoming a po-
lice officer. He then made another com-
mitment not to serve just his commu-
nity, but our Nation. In 2007, he joined
the Customs and Border Protection.

But this wasn’t good enough for what
his mother characterized as a brave,
strong defender of people. Brian de-
cided to join the elite Border Tactical
Team of the Border Patrol unit.

Seven years ago today, Brian was
part of a four-person team tasked with
pursuing and apprehending a ‘‘rip”’
crew. This rip crew has been alleged to
be affiliated with the Mexican drug
cartels. What they did was exploit
those who took advantage of the un-
willingness of those in leadership in
this country to perform that basic,
principled responsibility, which is to
secure our borders.
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The rip crew would rob drug mules as
they carried drugs across the border,
but would also routinely detain and
shake down those who snuck through
our porous borders. This cartel-affili-
ated rip crew had weapons, and they
used those weapons to rob, terrorize,
and exploit in the worst possible ways
people who were essentially invited
here by our failure to do our jobs.

Seven years ago today, Brian Terry
and three of his colleagues set out not
just to protect our border, but to pro-
tect innocent people, who came with
their entire life savings, because we
chose to leave that border porous.

Yesterday, the House Homeland Se-
curity Committee took up H.R. 4433.
H.R. 4433 is entitled Securing DHS
Firearms Act of 2017. We learned dur-
ing testimony on this bill that in a 2-
year period, just over 200 firearms were
stolen from people who worked for the
Department of Homeland Security, or
lost. At least one person was killed by
these firearms. I would concur that
that is unacceptable.

I certainly support the bill, but hav-
ing served in the United States Army
as a leader of soldiers on deployment,
all of whom were issued at least one
weapon, I wonder if it literally requires
an act of Congress to suggest that the
DHS promulgate regulations to oversee
the loss or theft of DHS supplied weap-
ons.

Yes, over 200 weapons is horrible.
Yes, one life lost is horrible. But
should there be an act of Congress?
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Because, as I recall, as a leader in the
army while deployed overseas, we had
protocol for dealing with lost weapons,
with lost sensible items, and with lost
COMSEC. We didn’t need an act of Con-
gress to tell us to promulgate it.

While I support this bill, it began to
make me wonder and then think of a
Bible verse, Matthew 7:3:

“Why do you look at the speck of
sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay
no attention to the plank in your own
eye?”’

Certainly it is unacceptable that over
200 weapons should be lost or stolen
from DHS employees in a period of 2
years. But it is, quite literally, one-
tenth of the scale of the weaponry that
our government intentionally put into
the stream of commerce to be used by
those who would visit harm not only on
their neighbors and family members
south of our border, but right here on
our own soil.

So, weapons like this, to the quan-
tity of over 200, were lost or stolen
from members of DHS. Meanwhile, 7
years ago, weapons like this were put
into the stream of commerce by our
very government. Weapons like this
took the lives of at least one person.
Weapons like this, put into the stream
of commerce by our very government,
have taken, at the very least, 70 times
as many lives.

Yesterday, the Committee on Home-
land Security promulgated a bill—an
act of Congress—to address 200-some
weapons like this that have cost at
least one human life. And 7 years after
Brian Terry set out on patrol that fate-
ful night in Arizona, days before he was
to fly home to Michigan to see his fam-
ily for Christmas, nobody is talking
about the weapons like this that our
government intentionally placed into
the stream of commerce, where we
knew, to a metaphysical certainty,
they would go to those who would do
harm to their neighbors and their fami-
lies and Americans.

Seven years later, we have seen jus-
tice. The Kkillers of Brian Terry have
been arrested. The first man arrested
for having shot Mr. Terry in the back
with a military-style rifle, leaving him
to bleed to death in the medical chop-
per that flew him out in an effort to
save his life, had, I think, ironically,
already been deported from this coun-
try seven times.

The night that Brian Terry set out to
protect not only the borders of this Na-
tion, but the people who seek to enter
it because we will not uphold our re-
sponsibility, the man who killed him
was about robbing the very people who
were coming here because we allowed
it by not doing our jobs, and he had al-
ready been deported seven times.

Now, we know that close to 70 people
have died because we intentionally, as
a nation, put into the stream of com-
merce military-style weapons. In fact,
we have lost track of over 1,400 of the
over 2,000 weapons that the Obama ad-
ministration thought it would be a
good idea to intentionally let go to
Mexico.
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The weapon pictured next to me is a
Barrett M-82 .50-caliber anti-personnel
and -materiel rifle. There are Members
of this body who have spoken on how
this weapon should be illegal because,
conceivably, it can take down an air-
plane.

Why do I digress?

Because that weapon was recovered
in the hideout known to be used by the
most mnotorious murderer in North
America in the last 100 years: E1 Chapo
Guzman.

The United States Government
watched while a weapon that some
Members of this body would suggest
can take down an airplane was traf-
ficked to a man who is trafficked in
death to the point where the next slide
I show will blow any thinking person’s
mind.

Many of the 160,000, roughly, deaths
of civilians in Mexico can be traced di-
rectly back to this man. And we know,
because it was recovered, that at least
one of the military-style weapons that
he received came from us.

So, 7 years ago today, an American
hero named Brian Terry, who had
served as a law enforcement profes-
sional, as a marine in Iraq, and on the
elite border tactical squadron, set out
to protect America, but to also protect
those who sought to enter it, whether
legally or illegally. And, when he did
s0, he did so understanding fully, as
those who take an oath to defend this
Nation do, that some things in this
world are worth standing, fighting, and
dying for. And, tragically, 7 years ago
tonight, Brian Terry made that sac-
rifice.

I had no intention of standing and
speaking on this today until H.R. 4433,
the Securing DHS Firearms Act of 2017,
came before the Homeland Security
Committee yesterday, but it struck me
as ironic. Not only did I serve in uni-
form as a combat arms officer for near-
ly 6 years, but I spent just under 10
years as a prosecutor, and I have a pas-
sion for a number of things, but fore-
most among these is justice.

So while it gives my heart some con-
dolence, I can’t begin to imagine the
feelings on the 7th anniversary of the
family members of this American hero,
knowing that, while the people who
pulled the trigger have been convicted,
the weapons that they used were pro-
vided to them by the very Nation that
he died to protect.

Mr. Speaker, with that, I would sub-
mit this: I have faith that in life or
after life, there will always ultimately
be justice.

I will tell you this: In the case of
those who, with intent, put the fire-
arms into the hands of the individuals
who took the life of this American
hero, I hope that justice comes in this
life and not the next.

So, while we move about our business
of promulgating laws to dictate to the
DHS that they should have a policy to
address the loss of firearms, I hope we
don’t take our eye off the ball of the
very firearms that we intentionally
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trafficked, like the two that were re-
covered from the scene of the murder
of Brian Terry, and that we will con-
tinue until we find it to seek justice for
this man and act in a manner such that
there are no more Brian Terry trage-
dies going forward.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———
ROBERT MUELLER INVESTIGATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. RASKIN) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I am here
to discuss a very serious issue, which
are the mounting threats and criticism
of Robert Mueller’s investigation into
criminality taking place in the course
of the Presidential election with inter-
ference by the Russians and possible
collusion with various Americans
working with him.

But I want to start by putting this in
a general context, Mr. Speaker. Tom
Paine said: ‘“‘In the monarchies, the
king is law; but in the democracies, the
law is king.”

We place everything on the rule of
law here in the United States of Amer-
ica. It is how we control the people who
occupy the highest offices of govern-
ment and control vast amounts of re-
sources that belong to the people of the
United States.

In the monarchies and in the dicta-
torships, the people have no control
over those who occupy government;
but in the democracies, in the constitu-
tional societies, we exercise control
over the people who lead the govern-
ment to make sure that they don’t
abuse their power for improper pur-
poses: for private gain, for the enrich-
ment of particular classes, or for the
perpetuation of their own political
power.

Now, when we took office at the be-
ginning of this year, Mr. Speaker, we
received an Intelligence Committee re-
port, signed by 18 intelligence agencies:
the FBI, the CIA, the NSA, the Defense
Intelligence Agency, and on and on.

They all told us the same thing,
which is that Vladimir Putin had at-
tempted to interfere and had interfered
in the American election through cyber
espionage and cyber sabotage in an ef-
fort to determine the outcome of our
election. That took place. We Kknew
that way back when we first took of-
fice.

Now, in the House Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform,
which I serve on, and in the House Ju-
diciary Committee, which I serve on,
we were told—and we have been told
for months going all the way back to
the beginning of the year—that we
don’t need to investigate this assault
on the sovereignty of the American
people in our own election because
there is an excellent lawyer and law
enforcement official in charge of the

December 14, 2017

special counsel investigation: Robert
Mueller.

Indeed, Robert Mueller is a man of
extraordinary and, perhaps, singular
qualification. He is a decorated war
hero from the Vietnam war; a U.S. at-
torney, who had been the U.S. attorney
for both the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts and the State of California; a
former Director of the FBI.

And do you know what?

Robert Mueller is a registered Repub-
lican. He was named as special counsel
by another registered Republican and
another widely heralded and highly-
qualified law enforcement official: Rod
Rosenstein, who had been a career at-
torney in the Department of Justice,
and then the U.S. attorney appointed
by President Bush in the great State of
Maryland, my home State; and who is
presently the Deputy Attorney General
of the United States, appointed by an-
other Republican: Attorney General
Sessions.

So Attorney General Sessions ap-
pointed Rod Rosenstein, who is the
Deputy Attorney General, a Repub-
lican; and Rod Rosenstein appointed
another Republican and a widely ad-
mired and highly-qualified law enforce-
ment official, Robert Mueller, to take
over as the special counsel.
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Now, with all these Republicans in
charge of the investigation and with
the Republicans here in Congress say-
ing, ‘“no, we won’t do any investiga-
tions of our own,” despite past prac-
tice, we have to ask why Special Coun-
sel Robert Mueller this week has sud-
denly come under withering fire by our
GOP colleagues in the most ferocious
organized attack on a Federal prosecu-
tion and prosecutor I have ever seen.

Well, the answer, alas, is obvious.
They are attacking Special Counsel
Robert Mueller and his fine team of
lawyers and investigators because
Mueller and his team are doing their
jobs and justice is being done. There
have already been two guilty pleas
arising from this investigation: one
from President Trump’s former Na-
tional Security Advisor, General
Flynn, who pled guilty to lying to the
FBI about Trump-Russia; and another
criminal confession and guilty plea
from the former foreign policy assist-
ant, George Papadopoulos, who also
took full responsibility for his criminal
conduct in lying about Trump-Russia
to the FBI.

And there have been sweeping crimi-
nal indictments handed down by the
Mueller team, the special counsel,
against Paul Manafort, Trump’s former
campaign manager, and his associate,
Rick Gates.

Now, for all we know, this might be
the end of it. The special counsel isn’t
talking. He is not leaking. He is doing
his job. But it is also possible that the
investigation is just getting started
and that they are closing in on even
higher targets: perhaps Jared Kushner,
the all-purpose Trump aide and the
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